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Award Winnersfor 2006

Thisyear’s winner of the Hagood Har dy Protégé Award isLinda (Yi
Chan) Sun, aged 17, a student at the University Settlement House Music and
Arts School. Linda’s piano teacher, Elina Templin, recommended her for the
award because sheis “a person of character...perseverance and maturity for one
so young. ...Sheisreliable and deeply committed to music as acareer.” That’s
high praise for one so young. Her career plan is to become a piano teacher and
the Hagood Hardy Protége Award will help her realize her goal.
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David Wu, aged 15, is this year’s recipient of the Cassels Brock Award.

4 David, astudent at the Regent Park School of Music, is a pianist and this award
recognizes his talents and determination. He has completed 8 grades of piano

4 and 4 grades of theory in the past four years. All with first class honours.
Cassels Brock was impressed by David’s enthusiasm and ambition as well as his
hard work habits and determination. David plans to be a piano teacher and
hopes to one day teach music at the Regent Park School.
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Becky Song, aged 10, of the Dixon Hall Music School is the winner of the Freda

Clarendon Griggs Award. Becky’s talent and ambition were impressive particularly in
view of the fact that sheis aso fighting oral cancer. Throughout this past year, Becky has
constantly impressed her teachers with her quiet dedication and effort towards her music.
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New Award Announced in Memory of Lister Sinclair

The Minstrel Foundation is proud to have been chosen to administer the Lister Sinclair Music Award,
named for the well-known playwright, author, and broadcaster who died on October 16, 2006. Sinclair,
best known recently asthe host of the radio series “Ideas” on the CBC had along and distinguished career in
the arts and was one of the strongest supporters of arts education not only in Canada but in his native
Britain. On his passing, Eric Tan, a student at the Midsummer Music commented "l feel very sad to hear
that Lister passed away. | still remember the inspiring speeches he used to give at Midsummer Music camp.
He was so kind, humorous and brilliant. He taught us alot about nature and music."

The award will be presented annually to a student aged 4 — 18 who isin financial need. It will provide for
private music lessons, master class coaching, summer music camps and festivals. Thefirst Lister Sinclair
Music Award will be presented at the Minstrel Foundation summer fundraiser on May 24th 2007.




Where Your Money Went in 2005-
2006

The Minstrel Foundation disbursed $61,344.20 in
the past year enabling children to dance, sing, play
instruments, attend camp, and head to college.
Major monies went to inner-city music programs
like the Dixon Hall Music School ($15,000), the
Dixon Hall Music School summer camp programs
and examination costs ($11,726) and the music
subsidy fund at the University Settlement House
School of Music ($8,846). Three students from the
Dixon Hall School received scholarships to the
Royal Conservatory Community School for
advanced classes ($11,007). Regent Park School of
Music students attended the National Music Camp
($1,800).

This year Minstrel funded two new groups,
the Pia Bouman School of Ballet ($2500) and the
Canadian Children’s Opera Chorus ($2,950). We
also assisted university students Thompson Egbo-
Egbo and Andres Tucci-Clarke with tuition costs.
It’s the generosity of patrons who make these
grants possible.

Summer Fun

Summer 2006 was one of our best summers ever.
At least that’s what the children who participated in
Minstrel-assisted summer programmes thought.
The Dixon Hall Music School summer camp kids
discovered that “fish don’t bite” and that there were
“No crocodiles in the pond.” You could swim safely.
Camper Aiden Hou summed up the experience for
everyone with “we all were happy and glad.” The
children agreed that the only change for next year’s
camp is “makeit longer.”

Back in the city, Thompson Egbo-Egbo
continues to inspire younger children. This summer
he operated the Regent Park School of Music’s two-
month day camp which included a jazz tutorial and
arranged for the children to attend a matinee
concert at the Jazz Festival. Author Colleen Murphy
and composer Avigail Richardson assisted the
children in learning composition and helped them
compose their own opera called “Can We Stay.”
There were drum workshops with Jeff Salem, visits
to classical studios and local DJs, attendance at
baseball games and Shakespeare In The Park.

Last year’s Hagood Hardy Protégé, Eric Tan,
attended Orford Music Camp in Quebec where he
proudly informed Martha Hardy that he was “the
youngest and least experienced” person attending.
Nevertheless, Eric held his own with many
university-age musicians and “made many talented
musician friends, and gained experience in what it
feelsliketo live like an adult.”

These good times and learning experiences
would not have been possible without the support
of Minstrel Foundation patrons and donors. Thanks
from all the kids who participated this summer.

Pia Bouman School

This year, The Minstrel Foundation is pleased to
give $2500 to the Pia Bouman School for Ballet and
Creative Movement. This is the first time the
foundation has given a grant to a dance programme
and we are delighted to be able to do so. The Pia
Bouman’s School mandate emphasizes “that any
child with the wish, the drive and the dream to be a
performer, a dancer or a creator of dance should
have the possibility to travel that road as far as it
will take them.” The Minstrel Foundation’s
donation to the school’s bursary fund will make the
road alittle shorter.

Canadian Children’s Opera Chorus

This fall, the Minstrel Foundation gave $2,950 to
the Canadian Children’s Opera Chorus’s Bursary
Fund. The CCOC is one of Toronto’s musical
traditions, in operation for over 35 years. While
some children go on to musical careers, the CCOC’s
mission is “to foster alifelong enjoyment of the arts
in children by introducing them to the magic of live
opera, both as performers and as members of our
audiences.” Our donation will provide full tuition
for five children for ayear.

Graduates On the Go

Cellist Andres Tucci-Clarke was accepted for
summer study at the prestigious Domaine Forget
but had to quickly change his plans when he was
invited to join the even more prestigious National
Youth Orchestra on their summer tour of the
Maritimes, Ontario and Quebec. Thompson Egbo-
Egbo, jazz pianist, has just returned from London
England where he has been playing in the West
Indian play ‘Da Kink In My Hair’. Matthew Brown
is appearing in the holiday production of ‘Suessical’
at the Lorraine Kimsa Theatre for Young People.
Matthew also had a starring role in the Canstage
production of ‘Hair’ earlier this year.

Thanksfrom Eric Tan

"I just finished the ORMTA recital last night. | won
the Outstanding performance award. Also, | won
the Ann Scott Mumford Memorial Examination
Scholar ship for top mark in the Gr. 10 piano exam.
Its all thanks to the Minstrel Foundation's
generous support and Gloria's fantastic teaching!”






