
Seasons Greetings and Best Wishes & Peace for the New Year

Summer 2015 was a banner 
 year for Minstrel students  
from various schools and 
community centres
Dixon Hall Music School had its two week, summer 
camp at Hart House Farm, and we helped send 
12 more kids to the National Music Camp, 22 to the 
Harbourfront Camp, eight to the Canadian Opera 
Company Summer Programme (a new relationship 
for Minstrel) and 15 students to the National Music 
Camp through its Matthew Ferguson memorial 
Staff Scholarship program.

Twelve students went to Music By the Lake, another 
new Minstrel Foundation project, held at Camp 
Wahanowin, in cooperation with the Toronto 
District School Board.

Other programs…

Minstrel gave $10,000 to the Regent Park School of 
Music to fund the junior and senior iPad Ensembles 
for 15 to 20 children, a 100% increase over the 
previous year’s inaugural program.

$27,000 went to University Settlement House to 
continue to subsidize its music lesson programme. 
This covers tuition for 71 students.

The Pia Bouman School received $7, 000 for bursaries 
for 10 youngsters. Ms. Bouman reports on each 
student, indicating how much they’ve benefitted 
from her program of dance and creative movement 
but which also helps youngsters “think outside the 
box”. 

Thanks to all the generous donors and volunteers 
who continue to keep these programs going and to 
allow every child to have the joys and benefits of 
music and arts in his or her life.

New Program in partnership with 
University of Toronto
We are pleased to announce a new initiative between 
the Minstrel Foundation and the University of Toronto 
Faculty of Music. Beginning in January, 2016, the 
university will provide free voice lessons to inner-city 
youth who are thirteen and older. Lessons will be at the 
Faculty of Music U of T campus. 

The program will begin with three students who have 
auditioned and meet the program requirements. We 
hope to increase the number of students to 7 for the 
fall session which begins in September and at that time 
make the program available to younger students. Also 
in September there will be an opening for one student 
for a more advanced program. Any transportation costs 
incurred by the students travelling to their weekly 
lessons will be paid by the Foundation.  
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Our Mission
The Minstrel Foundation funds music programs, 
lessons, music camps and scholarships for advanced 
studies to give youth in our inner cities a proven 
foundation for success both academically and socially.
We endeavour to ensure that the commitments we 
make can be sustained through our fund raising.
Our 2015 commitments are to:
•  Dixon Hall Music School summer overnight Camps 

at Hart House Farm 
•  The National Music Camp of Canada in Orillia
•  The Dixon Hall Music School March Break overnight 

Camp 
•  March Break Day Camp at the Dixon Hall Music 

School
•  Heather Bryant Christmas Break overnight Camp 

operated by Dixon Hall Music School
•  Harbourfront Camps 
•  Humber College Community Jazz Summer Programs
•  Music by the Lake
•  ROM March Break and Summer Camps
Throughout the year
•  The Dixon Hall Music School
•  University Settlement House Music School
•  Regent Park School of Music iPad Ensemble program
•  Pia Bouman School of Ballet & Creative Dance
•  From Violence to Violins
•  Canadian Children’s Opera Chorus Outreach 

Program
•  Humber College Community Jazz Program
•  Post-secondary financial assistance to our graduates
•  Minstrel Foundation Scholarships
•  Royal Conservatory of Music Exam Fees

Slaight Family Donation
Hundreds of children have benefitted from the generosity 
of the Slaight family through their support of the Minstrel 
Foundation over the years. This is to be continued 
through a donation of $80,000 per year for the next five 
years. Our thanks to the Slaight Family Foundation and 
particularly to Ms. Ada Slaight who has been a Minstrel 
Foundation benefactor since our inception.  The money 
will go to send youngsters to summer and March Break 
camps, where music and fun go hand in hand and which 
have proven time and again to be very special times for 
our campers.

Minstrel Awards 2015
David Cheon, Matt Lagan and Ethan Tilbury received 
the Cassels Brock Music Award in the amounts of $800 
for the Humber College Youth Jazz Summer Workshop, 
an outreach music program from the college. 

David Cheon, 15, also received the Hagood Hardy Protégé 
Award as well as a Minstrel Foundation Scholarship for 
tuition to the Humber College Jazz Program, including 
specialized private lessons with Lorne Lofsky. David 
plays the guitar and sitar and has organized his own band 
to compete in the provincial competitions.

Matt Lagan, saxophonist, was named to the all-Canada 
Conn-Selmer All Star Big Band at Musicfest Nationals.

Jinu Isac received a $4,500 scholarship for tuition 
to the Humber College Jazz program including the 
Senior Enriched Ensemble and private lessons on piano 
and drums. Isac’s teachers say the talented pianist and 
drummer has a great future ahead. He plans to study 
music for his post-secondary training.

Pianist Maxwell Tong, 13, received the Fan Po Chu 
Award for private training at the Royal Conservatory 
of Music under Gloria Saarinen in Piano. Those who 
attended the Sip, Savour & Celebrate event were wowed 
by Max’s performance.

Michelle Liu, 12, a talented pianist who just completed 
her grade 5 viola and grade 6 piano RCM levels, received 
a Hagood Hardy Protégé Award to attend the Music 
Camp at Port Milford. 

Celine Tan, 12, a violist received a Minstrel Foundation 
Scholarship of $1000 to attend the National Music 
Camp. 

Where Are They Now…
Eric Tan, multiple scholarship and award winner has just 
graduated from Cornell University with a dual degree 
in Information Science, Systems and Technology and a 
Bachelor of Arts, Music. Eric has recently taken a position 
as a software engineer for FDM Group in Toronto.

Daniel Guerrette, a multiple award winner from the 
Humber College Community Music School is now on a 
full scholarship to the Berklee College of Music in Boston. 



Sip, Savour & Celebrate – Our 17th Annual Fund Raiser
It was damp outside but dry and cheerful in Wychwood Barns on November 18th as 200 excited patrons gathered to 
hear jazz from the award winning Humber College Community Jazz Quartet, performances by Minstrel students 
Lucas Lui, Vivid Ma, Maxwell Tong, Lisa Liu and Jessica Huyhn, and special appearances by Minstrel alumni Eric Tan 
and Thompson Egbo-Egbo and his trio. Along with the outstanding performances there was a great music mix before 
and after by DJ Fase, cocktails from Disaronno, whiskey tastings from Collingwood, wine tastings from Peninsula Ridge 
Estates winery and beef tenderloin sliders to mini latkes from La Recolte Catering.

Attendees bid on a large range of silent auction items that included Swarovski crystal and pearl jewellery, Blue Jays tickets 
in the exclusive TD Comfort Zone, a week at a resort villa in Marbella, Spain, a week in Hilton Head, a tasting menu 
with wines at the members-only Vintage Conservatory, costume bling, Maple Leaf tickets, floral arrangements, paintings, 
vintage wines and fine dining gift certificates for many of Toronto’s best restaurants.

First prize in the evening’s raffle was a diamond and sapphire pendant, custom made by Fortune’s Fine Jewellers.  
Ferrero Rocher chocolates donated a king’s ransom in golden goodies to put a glint on the affair.

At the end of the evening, Humber College announced a donation of $1,000 to Minstrel Foundation. The evening raised 
$85,000. Funds will go to scholarships and summer camp programs. 

FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Kristen Aiello, Susan Beckerman, Tanya Bevington, Christina Blair, Frances Carmichael , Susan Collins, Martha Hardy, 
Margaret Anne Hartnett, Janet Jenkins, Edu Kligman, Donna Koegl, Jane Lawson, Daly McCarten, Victoria Ramos, 
Caren Ruby, Leigh Tynan, Sylvia Vilim, Avril Wendt, Nicole White

SILENT AUCTION DONORS: 
Abbott Pub, Kristen & Frank Aiello, Susan  Watson  Beckerman, Christina & Lyle Blair, Boralia, John Cameron, 
Chase Hospitality Group, Susan  & Ed  Collins, Doppio Zero, Enbridge Gas Distribution, Ferraro 502, 
Fifth  Grill  &  Terrace  Restaurant, Margaret  Anne  and  Michael  Hartnett, Hugo Nicholson, Jacob’s  Steakhouse, 
K. Barketti, Thomas & Nancy Kemeny, La Recolte Catering, Lifford Wine & Spirits, Minstrel Fundraising Committee, 
Nortown  Foods, Peninsula Ridge Estates Winery, Joan  Philip, The Pillow  Shoppe, Pink Tartan, Pizza Banfi, 
Pro Glo Paints, Rocket Cycle, Sean Sears & Andrew Carlton Smith, Second Cup, Stubbe Chocolates, Terroni Restaurant, 
Thriving Metropolis, Vintage Conservatory, Wyndham Vacation Rentals



Th anks to our Sip, Savour & Celebrate sponsors, committee and volunteers

BOAR D OF DIRECTORS
Susan Collins, President Martha Hardy
Christina Blair, Honorary President Dr. Tammy Hermant
Harris Kligman, Treasurer Margaret Cannon Mays
Anne Miatello, Secretary Brenda Berge
Frances Carmichael

PL ATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSOR

From parents…
We often get enthusiastic letters from campers but also 
from parents. Quillen, age 6, and Santiago, age 8, attended 
the Royal Ontario Museum summer Camp Program in 
2015 as two of our Dixon Hall campers. 

“I can say with all honesty, that this is by far the best camp 
for arts and educational learning that we have ever gone 
to. …We were very fortunate to get into the summer program.  
Both kids loved it and thought it was the best camp ever!

We would…like to thank you, the board, and the donors for 
the opportunity to attend this camp. I can’t stress enough how 
much the kids love it and are truly grateful.”

Sincerely, Catherina

Daniel Guerrette’s father writes to us: 

“� is letter serves as …an expression of deep gratitude for the 
Minstrel Foundation and the signi� cant impact this charity 
has on young musicians. 

My son Daniel, has bene� tted from the Foundation’s help 
providing funding for him to attended Humber College’s 
Community Music School. With our � nancial situation 
being quite dire in recent years, there’s no way he would 
have been able to attend and learn under the school’s 
excellent curriculum and faculty. � e sustained support—the 
investment, if you will, by the Foundation allowed my son’s 
potential to be nurtured. � e result …is that Daniel is a 
2015 Slaight Family Scholar, attending the world-renowned 
Berklee College of Music on a fully renewable tuition and 
residency scholarship.  

…� e Minstrel Foundation with its wide array of funding 
programs, enables young artists to explore and enrich their 
potential without being denied such on account of “ life’s 
lottery” of what � nancial position one might be born into.

I am so very thankful for the tireless e� orts of this 
Foundation’s volunteers and donors. � ese total strangers help 
pave the way for others to potentially change the world.” 

Sincerely, George Guerrette.
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